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Office of the Bishop
June 6, 2024

Dear Parish Leader,

I wish to provide an update on implementation of The Way: Youth to Young Adult
Initiative. Recall that this initiative is not replacing what the parish and school are doing, but is a
supplement intended to engage the family in an on-going way from early childhood to young
adult.

Thank you for your efforts in replying to our request for information about your plans for
Confirmation. This is the first big step in implementation of The Way: Youth to Young Adult
Initiative. The response to the Confirmation Feedback Form has gone remarkably well with
almost every parish in our diocese providing their individual plans for lowering the age of
Confirmation to 6™ grade. Confirmation liturgies have been scheduled for the coming year for
those who have provided a response.

There are many other elements of The Way to be implemented in the coming years.
Parent resources, retreats, discussion guides, and workshops will become available as they are
ready. Some of this incremental availability is unavoidable due to the time it takes to develop
facilities, some is due to materials in the process of being created, and some is intentional to help
avoid overwhelming those responsible for implementing them.

The elements of The Way, promulgated by me as particular law for the diocese on
November 1, 2023, are thus considered mandatory, essential and required as remote preparation
for progressive reception of the Sacraments of Initiation (i.e., candidates must complete these as
part of their preparation to receive First Holy Communion and/or to be Confirmed). Many of
these programs are deployed through the parish/school and will require the parish/school, most
particularly pastors (cf., canon 890), to ensure that they are completed. Programs made available
this coming school year will be required for students who receive the sacrament at a later date.
For example, the 4™ grade “10 Commandments™ program implemented this year will be required
for those doing Confirmation preparation in their 6" grade year in the 2026-2027 school year; the
3" Grade DIY Family Retreat is required for those children who will be confirmed in the
2027/2028 school year, and so on. Parishes and schools are not responsible for programs until
they become available.

Current, up-to-date listing of all resources and links to materials:
www.discipleshipke.org/theway. There you will find currently available resources and
programs in PDF format or web links. You will also be able to see the planned schedule for
remaining elements for the coming years. This list will be updated frequently and will point you
to how to obtain and use each resource.
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Many things are available now or will be ready for use in the coming school year. Here
is a listing of those which need your attention in preparation for the coming school year (2024-
2025) for use by parents, parishes, and schools. This is not a complete list of what’s available, it
is only those things that require your awareness and attention now.

Parent Resources — parishes/schools have a direct role in connecting parents with
these resources
Grade 3 Resource: DIY “At Home” Family Retreat (Materials will be available in August 2024)
Grade 4 Resource: God’s Recipe for a Wonderful Life, 10 Commandments program
(Registration for the 2024-2025 school year is available now at www.ifuloveme.org/schools)

School/Parish Resources and Guidance — parishes/schools implement these
1542 Grade Parent offering Invitation Retreat (School and Parish catechetical leaders guidance
and listing of resources available now)
4™ Grade Ten Commandments Year Teacher Guide and Resources (automatically available as
part of the program once registered)

Thank you for helping our families and children with this important Christian formation.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
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Most Reverend James V. Johnston, Jr.
Bishop of Kansas City-St. Joseph



